APPENDIX I
FUNCTIONAL ROADWAY CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA

Functional Classification Criteria

Functional classification involves determining what function each roadway should perform
before determining street widths, speed limits, intersection control or other design features.
Functional classification ensures that nontransportation factors, such as land use and
development, are taken into account in planning and design of streets and highways.

A major purpose of functional classification is to determine which routes should be on the
metropolitan highway system. Functional classification is also used to decide which roads to use
for transit service. Once function is established, appropriate or desirable design and operational
characteristics can be used as further guidelines for implementation.

The criteria of the functional classification system are presented in Tables F-1, F-3 and F-5.
Tables F-2, F-4 and F-6 list typical characteristics for roadways. The criteria are intended to be
the primary tool for determining the function of a roadway. The characteristics are intended to be
guidelines when plans are developed for a given classified route. However, if the guidelines are
significantly different for a given highway, they may be used to supplement the criteria in
making final decision on the function of that given highway.

The functional classification system consists of four classes of roadways within the seven-county
metropolitan area + principal arterials (which include Interstate freeways), minor arterials,
collector streets and local streets. The region has defined a sub-set of minor arterials as a means
to supplement the Metropolitan highways and to establish priorities in federal funding. The
roadways are the publicly provided elements of a land transportation system.

Metropolitan Highways
* Principal Arterials
* Interstate freeways
* Other principal arterials

Other Regionally Important Highways
* “A” Minor arterials

Local Highways and Roads
* “B” Minor arterials

* Collector streets

* Local streets

Principal Arterials

The metropolitan highway system is made up of the principal arterials in the region. Principal
arterials include all Interstate freeways. Interstate freeways connect the region with other areas in
the state and other states. They also connect the metro centers to regional business
concentrations. The emphasis is on mobility as opposed to land access. They connect only with
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other Interstate freeways, other principal arterials and select minor arterials and collectors. The
Interstate freeways provide for the longest trips in the region and express bus service.

Spacing will vary from two to three miles in the fully developed area, to six to 12 miles in the
rural area, where only radials into the urban service area will exist. Other principal arterials are
very similar to the Interstate freeways but they are less likely to connect the region to other
states. They will provide land access somewhat more frequently than Interstate freeways.

Minor Arterials

The minor arterial system connects the urban service area to cities and towns inside and outside
the region. They interconnect the rural growth centers in the region to one another as well as to
similar places just outside the region. They provide supplementary connections between the two
metro centers and the regional business concentrations. They connect major generators within
the central business districts (CBDs) and the regional business concentrations.

The emphasis of minor arterials is on mobility as opposed to access in the urban area; only
concentrations of commercial or industrial land uses should have direct access to them. The
minor arterial should connect to principal arterials, other minor arterials and collectors.
Connection to some local streets is acceptable. Minor arterials should service medium-to-short
trips. Both local and limited-stop transit will use minor arterials.

The spacing of minor arterials in the metro centers and regional business concentrations will
vary from one-fourth to three-fourths mile. Typically, in the fully developed area, spacing would
range from one-half mile to one mile. In the developing area, one-to-two-mile spacing is
adequate. (The region has subdivided minor arterials into two classes for administrative
purposes. “A” minor arterials are eligible to compete for federal funding,) The criteria and
characteristics of minor arterials apply to all minor arterials. The “A” minor arterials are
described below and the characteristics of the four types of “A” minor are given in Table F-7.

Collector Streets

The collector system provides connection between neighborhoods and from neighborhoods to
minor business concentrations. It also provides supplementary interconnections of major traffic
generators within the metro centers and regional business concentrations. Mobility and land
access are equally important. Direct land access should predominately be to development
concentrations. Collector connections are predominately to minor arterials.

Typically, collectors serve short trips of one to four miles. Local transit service uses these
streets. Spacing in the metro centers and regional business concentrations may vary between
one-eighth to one-half mile. In the fully developed area, collectors are needed one-fourth to
three-fourths mile apart. In the developing area, spacing may range from one-half to one mile.

Local streets connect blocks and land parcels. The primary emphasis is on land access. In most
cases, local streets will connect to other local streets and collectors. In some cases, they will
connect to minor arterials. Local streets serve short trips at low speeds. In the urban area, local
streets will occur every block. In the rural area, one-mile spacing may be adequate.
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Table F-7

Characteristics of “A” Minor Arterials

“A” Minor Arterial Categories

Characteristics

Relievers

Augmenters

Expanders

Connectors

Use

Provide direct
relief for traffic on
Metropolitan
Highway Principal
Arterials

Augment the PA
within the Beltway

Provide connection
between developing
areas outside the
beltway, connect
principal arterials

Provide connection
between rural town
cents in the urban
reserve and rural
area.

Location

Developed and
developing areas
within the MUSA
and 2040 Urban
Reserve

Within the 1-494 /
1-694 Beltway

Qutside the 1-404 /
1-694 Beltway with
the 2020 MUSA or
2040 Urban Reserve

In or near the seven
county area, one
end may be in the
urban area

Trip Length

Medium length
trips less than 8
miles

Medium to long trips

Medium to long trips

Medium to long trips

Problem Addressed

Relief of parallel
congested
Principal Arterials

Serve Principal
Arterial function
where PAs don't
exist

Accommodate
added urban
development

Improve the safety
and directness of
routes without
continuous lane
adds

Existing System

400 miles

200 miles

650 miles

680 miles
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