City of Robbinsdale

Newsletter

Website: www.robbinsdalemn.com

2011 EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

*April 2: NW Suburban Remodeling Fair
*April 9: Earth/Arbor Day-location TBA
*April 9: HORCF Annual Gala

*April 16: Chamber Spring Egg Hunt
*May 21: Vehicle Fair

*July 7 thru 10: Whiz Bang Days

*July 28: Pet & Wheel Parade

*August 2: National Night Out

*August 5: Wet & Wild Water Day
*August 13: Police/Fire Open House
*September 12: Main Street Meet & Greet
*Sept or Oct: HORCF Oktoberfest TBD
*Qctober 28: Monster Mash
*December 6: Christmas Tree Lighting

Want to be kept informed of
these and other City events? Go
to the City’'s website to sign up
for Robbinsdale’s e-Subscribe:
www.robbinsdalemn.com.

Support Your Local Businesses

Don’t forget to support your local
businesses. They play an important
part in our community and rely on

08308505500080080083 5880

ROBBINSDALE CITY BUDGET ADOPTED

The 2011 City Budget is a decrease of $48,513 in | Department $ Amount  Percentage
expenditures compared to 2010. The adopted budget City Council 115,496 1.7%
assumes recgiving nearly $1.4 million in Locgl Legal 128,913 1.9%
Government Aid and Market Value Homestead Credit ) .
from the state (about 18% of the City’s budget). Our Admin/Elections 239,439 3.5%
projected state funding included an anticipated cut in Assessing 160,563 2.4%
aid of $620,000 due to the state fiscal shortfall. If )
actual state funding comes in much lower than the Finance 275,228 4.1%
budget projection, it is likely that the City will need to Community Dev. 220,408 3.2%
reduce services. The table to the right shows the net .
cost of city services after associated fees have been Police 2,880,260 42.5%
subtracted. Fire 642,922 9.5%
Profits from the Deputy Registrar’s Office at City Hall Recreation 318,568 4.7%
(vehicle tabs and licenses, hunting/fishing licenses, )
passports) help to pay for city services. Please Eng/Inspections 195,893 2.9%
consider renewing your vehicle licenses at City Hall. Streets/Parks/Trees 1,603,042 23.6%
We do offer a drop-off service if the lines are long. ]

Human Services 4,200 0.1%

@ NEW ITEMS TO RECYCLE

Waste Management now accepts milk,

juice, soup, broth and wine cartons as

part of the City’s recycling program.
Simply place empty cartons in the recycling cart
with your paper, plastic, metal and glass
containers. This addition will help increase the
City’s recycling tonnage, divert more materials
away from landfills, and provide valued fiber for
new paper products. Bottle caps may also now be
recycled. Just replace the cap on the plastic
bottle and place in your recycling cart.

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE AT

ROBBINSDALE CITY HALL
Wednesdays & Thursdays
through April 14, 201

AARP Tax-Aide is providing free tax help at City
Hall for taxpayers with low and middle-income,
with special attention to age 60 and older. AARP
tax help at City Hall will be every Wednesday
from 9 a.m. until 12 Noon and every Thursday
from 1 p.m. until4p.m. through April 14, 2011.
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M;x) SPRING EGG6 HUNT M;x)

The Robbinsdale Chamber of
Commerce will be holding its Spring
Egg Hunt for children 12 years and

under with prizes provided by

Robbinsdale local merchants and
organizations. (Remember to come

NOTES FROM THE ASSESSING DEPARTMENT—763-531-1217

Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home?

It is recommended that you do some homework before selling your home. Find out what homes have sold
recently in your neighborhood and for how much. Each week local newspapers print the address and sale
price for recent sales. Compare those homes with your own. Helpful information is available on Robbinsdale’s
website (www.robbinsdalemn.com). Go to the “Property Information” tab and then click on “Assessing.” Look
for the “Home Buyers” or “Home Sellers” Handbook. There are other internet sites with ideas to make your
home more marketable. It is a good idea to get more than one estimate on the listing price of your home.
Beware of people using the real estate market as a get-rich-quick scheme. Make sure you don't sell one of
your most important investments for less than it is worth!

Filing For Homestead: Homestead Office Hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Homeowners who live in their own home may qualify for a homestead classification, which provides a
substantial property tax savings. New Homeowners may apply for Homestead in person at the City Assessor’s
office at City Hall, or by printing out an application from the City’s website, filling it out, and mailing it in, along
with the necessary documents. Go to “Property Information,” click on “filing for homestead.” The following
documentation must be included with the Homestead application: social security numbers for all of the owners
living in the home, a copy of the Certificate of Real Estate Value (usually with the owners’ closing papers),
photo ID, and a copy of one of the following proofs of ownership: Warranty Deed, Contract for Deed, Quit
Claim Deed, or a Certificate of Title. Mail application and required documents to Robbinsdale Assessing
Department, Attn: Brenna Murphy, 4100 Lakeview Ave N, Robbinsdale, MN 55422.

Homestead status is automatically renewed. No further action by the homeowner is necessary until the
property is sold, rented, or no longer used as the owner’s primary residence. (By Law you must notify the
Assessor’s Office of any of these changes. A “Homeowner/Relative Notice of Move Out” form is available on
the City’s website to be filled out and mailed in.) In addition, if there is a change in property ownership due to,
Marriage (copy of Marriage Certificate), Separation, Divorce (copy of Decree or Quit Claim), Death (copy of
Death Certificate/Affidavit of Survivorship), or a Relative Occupancy, please notify the Robbinsdale Assessing
Department. These changes may affect your homestead classification and the taxes you pay.

Disabled Classification: Property owners, who are blind or have been classified as permanently and totally
disabled by a government agency, may qualify for an additional tax reduction.

ATTENTION U.S. ARMED SERVICE PERSONNEL who could be called to serve for our country:

If you OWN and OCCUPY your home and you have been called to active duty in the Armed Forces, there
are provisions that allow your homestead classification to remain intact during your absence. And Thank You
for your service to our Country.

Foreclosure Prevention Assistance
Community Action Partnership of Suburban Hennepin offers a Foreclosure Prevention Hotline to help
homeowners who are in danger of losing their homes. The Hotline number is 952-933-1993 or visit their

website at www.capsh.org.

rain or snow—just think sunshinel)
The event will be held on Saturday,
April 16, 2011, starting at 1 p.m.
at Robbinsdale City Hall, 4100
Lakeview Avenue North.

Waste Management Yard Waste Pick-up Enjoy Robbinsdale City Band
begins again in April. Reminder: Twin

Cities area residents must use compostable ! Thr‘oughoufo il Surr\mer‘ months
www.robbinsdalecityband.org

bags for yard waste.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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City Council Update In an effort to better inform the
citizens of Robbinsdale, this section contains information on MEE%?IgNS%th%?.“é%IEgIgE?IONS CITY OF ROBBINSDALE
ordinances passed mid August through December 2010 by 4100 Lakeview Avenue North
the City Council. For further information, you may contact CITY COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETINGS Locati
the City Clerk at 763-531-1252. : ocation Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1898
Regular Meetings 1st & 3rd Tuesdays®*  7pm  City Hall
10-13: An ordinance amending Section 425 Housing
Malqtenanctca . Codtta I to ?th ( (3r|mted 8F1r¢;e10)Housmg Advisory Commissions Location CITY COUNCIL Phone & e-mail
requirements for rental properties (adopted 8-17- ; L
10q14- An ordi : pd' Secti : 410.11 of the si Gharter Subject to Call 7pm - City Hall '\BA|IIII(§||:§|“ZanM3\)I§rrd1 """" 7635373%3355?5“255?‘3!&?'Qﬁf’aavfésﬁ";?iﬁfnm
ordinance perianing 10.poliicel gne changing city dion | | HumanRights 4 Thursday bimonthly 7pm ity Hall || panRogan Ward2.._ 7635354874, davogan@ona.com
Ty © conform o Mimesota S Staes (adopte oy S T30 b s o
5. 3 th A o WEEIO] 43 coocoononononna = = g q d
) za;gfé:tecreatlon ?Exzze:j:)( & Dec) Y L.?ga[;lon Marcia Glick, City Manager....763-531-1258, mglick@ci.robbinsdale.mn.us
10-15: An ordinance disposing the property at 4401 Toledo ry ptJuly ROBBINSDALE SERVICE DIRECTORY
Ave N to the Robbinsdale Economic Development Authority . . . .
Plannin 3rd Thursda 7pm City Hall Emergency (Police & Fire) ........ccuneemernmenmesnessissssnssssssesssss s s s 911
(adopted 11-3-10) d y P y Police Administration 7635311220
10-16: An Ordinance amending Section 515.01 R-1 Single Senior 2nd Monday 9:30 am City Hall City Hall.... : : 763-537-4534
Family Residential District, Subdivision 3, Accessory Uses (Except June, July Aug) NRNOtOT\:ghICIe Office/Deputy Registrar..............ovevee. ;ggggiggg
i i i i i i ecreation - -
Egdof)rt):glgyz_ﬁaz& criteria for satellite dish antennas Economic Develop- 27 Tuesday 7pm  City Hall Building Inspections e
- - - — ment Authority (REDA) City Forester 763-531-1273
10-17 An Ordinance amending Section 515.03, Subdivision
4, removing various institutional conditional uses from R2 || Crime Prevention 1st Wednesday 7pm Police/Fire :”;e City "eWS|e“:f iS_PubéiShe_‘? twice per year to keep residents
and R3 Disticts (adopted 12:7-10) Guiding (| lomed aout the Cly. Emmal conents and s abou
10-18: An Ordinance amending Section 520.03, B-2 Limited
Commercial District, Subdivision 2, removing religious *Due to National Night Out, on August 2, the first City Council meeting in
institutions as a permitted use and Section 515.07 RB August will be held Monday, August 1.
Residential Business by adding education and religious

institutional uses as conditional uses (adopted 12-7-10)

GARBAGE STICKER PRICE CHANGE

10-19: An Ordinance rezoning 3978 & 4087 West Broadway
and 3900 Hubbard Ave N from B-2, B-3 & B-1 & R-1 to the
R-B Residential Business District (adopted 12-7-10)

The cost for stickers sold by the City to residents for extra garbage has not risen in over 10 years. As of
February 1, 2011, the cost is $1.50 for I-unit stickers and $7.50 for 5-unit stickers. Listed below are some

10-20: An Ordinance implementing an Electric Service
Franchise Fee on Xcel Energy for providing electric energy
service within the City of Robbinsdale (adopted 12-21-10)

10-21: An Ordinance implementing a Gas Energy Service
Franchise Fee on CenterPoint Energy for providing gas

general guidelines for sticker requirements.

energy service within the City of Robbinsdale
(adopted 12-21-10)
@ REMINDER:
PET ORDINANCE &S

City Ordinance requires that a person having the
custody or control of a dog or cat may not permit
the animal to be on a street, public park, school
grounds or public place in the city without being
effectively restrained by chain or leash (not
exceeding 6 ft) and must clean up any feces of the
animal and dispose of such feces in a sanitary
manner.

New Rental Housing
Licensing Requirements for
Relative Homesteads

All properties not occupied by the owner are ¢
now considered rental properties, and owners
are required to obtain a rental license as a result
of the new city code provisions for Crime-Free <
Housing. This new requirement, in effect, <
removes an exemption to rental licensing which <
was previously allowed for properties whose o
occupants are related to the owners.

For a rental license application, contact the
rental housing inspector at 763-531-1261.

1-Unit Sticker ($1.50 each): Box, bag, bundle or
item under 30 pounds Tiny furniture—i.e. stool,
kitchen chair

5-Unit stickers ($7.50 each): Non-appliance items
— small furniture — chair, small end table, twin or
full mattress, twin or full box spring, window, door,
sink, lawn mowers (gas & oil must be drained), gas
grills (no propane tanks), bicycle, waterbed mattress

(bundled)

10 stickers ($15.00): Non-appliance items — large
furniture — sofa/loveseat, recliner, queen or king
mattress, queen or king box spring, water softener,
bathtub, toilet

25 stickers ($37.50): Appliances — stove, washer,
dryer, dishwasher, water heater, microwave,
dehumidifier, furnace, trash compactor, window A/C;
refrigerator, freezer (Must call Waste Management at
952-890-1100 to arrange for pick up of appliances.)

CRIME FREE HOUSING

In August 2010, the City of Robbinsdale enacted a
Crime Free Housing provision to its City Code in an
effort to help keep the City a safer, more desirable
place to live, and to ensure effective property
management. The Program is designed to strengthen
working partnerships between Robbinsdale’s Police
Department and the owners/managers of rental and
relative homestead properties.

This code requires owners of all rental properties, to
attend a 4-hour crime free housing training session.
This includes relative occupied rentals (see article
to the left re: licensing requirements). Those who
have completed similar training in other cities may
attend a 1-hour session. As of January 1, 2011, all
rental property owners (or representative) must
schedule to attend a crime free training session no
later than June 30, 2011. Failure to do so subjects an
owner to administrative fees. A suspension or
revocation of rental license may occur if training has
not been completed by September 30, 2011. Training
sessions are scheduled several times per month. For
a schedule or for more information call 763-531-
1290, and when prompted, select x6333. Or go to the
Police website: www.robbinsdalemn.com/police.shtml.

NOTES FROM CITY FORESTER

> Boulevard trees (typically growing along streets in
the first 15 feet inward from curb) are owned and
cared for by the City.

»Downed and severely storm damaged boulevard
trees are removed by the City, and those less
severely affected are repaired.

> Private tree damage is owner’s obligation. (The
City contracts for removal of twigs with yard waste
service.)

> Branches can be removed from a neighbor’s tree
at your property line if it negatively affects your
property, with the conditions that you don’t
trespass without permission of the property owner
and no harm is done to the plant in question. (It is
advisable to share your concerns and proposed
action with the neighbor, if possible, before
commencing. )

> Residents can help out the City by watering and
caring for “their’ street trees by keeping weed
whips and other equipment away from the tree
trunk. When mulching around the tree, leave the
area right next to the trunk mulch free (a donut).

For frequently asked Forestry questions log on to:
www.robbinsdalemn.com/Forestry.shtml.

CLEAN WATER UPDATE

Remember that the choices you make when caring for your lawn directly affect water quality in our lakes and rivers.

With the passing of another winter, many residents like to give their lawns a ‘kick start’ to the growing season by adding fertilizer. After rains, some of the
fertilizer you apply to your lawn can wash into the storm sewer system and end up in our lakes and rivers. Many commercially available fertilizers contain
phosphorous, an element that stimulates algae growth in our lakes and rivers and can turn these waterways green. Bags of fertilizer typically display an
N-P-K ratio (a ratio of Nitrogen (N) Phosphorous (P) and Potassium (K) contained within the fertilizer). When selecting a fertilizer for your lawn, make sure
that the N-P-K ratio displays a 0 value for the P, e.g. 22-0-12.

To further protect our waterways, the City has in place a Phosphorous Free Fertilizer ordinance. This ordinance helps the City manage and protect our
natural water resources enjoyed by residents of our City and the surrounding area. The ordinance requires homeowners and commercial lawn services to
use fertilizer with no phosphorous. The only exceptions are for newly established lawn areas during the first growing season, or for lawns that have been
confirmed as being below phosphorous levels established by the University of Minnesota Extension Services. Most Robbinsdale lawns are naturally high in
phosphorous and can be maintained with phosphorous free fertilizer. Please make the right choice for our natural environment when selecting your

fertilizers.
LAKEVIEW TERRACE PARK

Many residents would have noticed the extensive amount of construction work that was done in Lakeview Terrace Park during the fall last year. In addition to the

improvements to the ball fields, a number of water quality improvements have been incorporated into the design.

The constructed ponds through the middle of the park will not only improve the aesthetic appeal of the area, but will also “polish” water from the soon-to-be-
built water treatment facility on the shore of Crystal Lake before it is discharged back into the lake.

In the center of the newly constructed parking lot, provision has been made for a new rain garden to be built. This rain garden will collect the storm water
runoff from the parking lot before it eventually runs into Crystal Lake. We are planning that the planting of the rain garden will be done in the spring as a

community project by a Boy Scout Troop .

If you have any comments, would like further information on these articles, or would like to find out more about storm water in general, please contact our
Public Works Director/City Engineer Richard McCoy at @763-531-1260, or at rmccoy@ci.robbinsdale.mn.us .
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	April 16: Chamber Spring Egg Hunt

	October 28: Monster Mash
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